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AQA GCSE DRAMASet play 3: ‘The 39 Steps’ by John Buchan and Patrick Barlow

Character revision sheet
Below is an example of a character revision sheet based on the character of Pamela, 
which has been partially completed. Copy the grid and complete it.

Character and importance to the play Pamela

What do they want? She is the love interest in the play. 

What obstacles do they face? She helps Hannay defeat the villains.

What are their key scenes? Scene 9: Kiss on the train.

Scene 21: Candidate’s speech.

Scene 22: Identifies Hannay to the Heavies.

Scene 23: In car with Hannay and the Heavies.

Scene 24: Escaping across moors handcuffed to Hannay.

Scene 25: Argues with Hannay on moors.

Scene 26: Checks into McGarrigle Hotel.

Scene 27: Hotel bedroom with Hannay.

Scene 29: Returns to room knowing that Hannay has been telling the truth. 
They argue.

Scene 30: Joins Hannay at London Palladium.

Scene 32: They part outside London Palladium.

Scene 33: Returns to Hannay. End of play.

How might they be costumed? How might their hair and make-up be done?

Draw a simple sketch or write a description of it. Consider: 
• colours  • fabrics  • shape and fit 
• character’s personality and status

Draw a simple sketch or write a description of it. Consider: 
• style and colour of hair  
•  type of make-up (realistic or fantasy; colours; how it is appropriate for 

character, setting and period)

How might they use body language?

• posture • gait (the way they walk) 
• facial expression

How might they use their voice?

Emotional range (angry, sad, happy, irritated, 
desperate, dominating, etc.) 
Pitch and volume (how low or high; how loud 
or soft) 
Accent or other distinctive vocal features

Choose one important line and 
analyse how they might say it.

Scene 27: ‘I imagine murderers have  
terrible dreams.’


